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ADVERTISEMENT 
To THE. 
READER. 


S | b 
| Ch HIS little piece is ſo full of ſpirit aud 


good ſenſe, is written in ſo fine a man- 

ner, and the age ſo much wants the cor- 
rection of ſo animated a pen, that ] could not re- 
iſt the impulſe of procuring it to be publiſb d 
finely in this manner, and under this title, that 
it might come into the hands of a greater num- 
ber of perſons, than it can be ſuppos d the work 
itſelf, to which it is prefix'd, can reach. 


— 


It is not deſigned to be impos'd on the world, 

in any other light, tho under a different Title, 

than that in which it will always ſhine; and 

the reader, who has ſeen it, or ſhall ſee it, 

| ſtand as the Preface to the ſecond volume of an 

| excellent work, juſt publiſÞ'd, intitled, Reve- 

lation Examin'd, Sc. will excuſe its appearing 

in this ſhape, on the ſcore of the good that may 
be hop d from it, by this means. 

I 


—.— 


Advertiſement to che READER. 


dave no concern in the work itſelf; aud 
thought I ought not to take any part of the thing 
from the proper proprietor, and having told him 
my intention to publiſh it ſingly in this manner, 
if he declined doing it, be chearfully conſented; 
and ſo has ſecur d, as be bug bt, his own proper- 
ty, and at the ſame time done honour to himſelf, 
and ſervice to the common cauſe of religion. 


I preſume he is ſo for anſwerable to the wor- 
thy anonymous author, as to be able to under- 
take, that be will not be diſpleaſed at the liber 
| Ty taken, in making this excellent part of his 3 
in comparable work more publick, and, of conſe- 2 
| quence, more beneficial to the community. 


$1 


T cannot forbear to add my earneft prayers, | 
that God will * the days of this admira- 7 
ble writer, who, I am told, intends (i life and b 
bealth be ſpar d him) to go thro' the whole ſacred ; 
ſcriptures, in the manner he has begun, and to 
vindicate, and to clear them from all the objecti- 
ons of Scepticks, and from the impertinent ca- 
vile of the infidel Witlings of this libertine ge- , 
eration: For, in that caſe, the work muſt be 
the moſt noble and neceſſary Comment upon the 
holy books, that ever appeared in the world. 


THE 
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4 
THE 
OF | 


> Learning, Religion, and Infidelity 
; in Great-Britain. 


ANT of taſte, is a complaint, 
which none but good writers 
are privileged to urge againſt the 
age they live in; and conſe- 
quently, ſuch as no modeſt man 

will avow in his own behalf. But when that 

. complaint is allowed by men of genius, to be 

juſt, as it is at preſent, others may, perhaps, be 
allowed to take it up; at leaſt, to enquire into 
the cauſes of it. 

Ap without queſtion, the immediate cauſe of 
the ill caſte which prevails among us, is, the pre- 
fent general diſregard of Roman and Grecian 
literature: Together with that ſtrange aſto- 
niſhing 


— 


(6) 

niſhing contempt, into which the ſcriptures, 
(the nobleſt of all writings this world was ever 
bleſs'd with) have fallen for ſome years paſt. 

Tur this is, in a great meaſure, owing to 
the growth of infidelity, is undeniable ; but 
that other cauſes alſo have concurred, nay, great- 
ly contributed to this evil, muſt, I think, be 
owned. 

MarHzeMATICAL learning hath, of late years, 
been. greatly and juſtly in eſteem among us ; 
and ſome men have raiſed themſelves into re- 
putation, this way, who will always be an ho- 
nour to their age and country. But the misfor- 


tune is, that ſome of theſe very unhappily mi- 


ſtook their talents; and carried that cold, dry, 


didactick way into the pulpit, which could only 


become, or be of uſe in the ſchools. Nay 
more, What might have been of excellent uſe 
in the ſchools, became of very evil influence 
in the church; inaſmuch as religion was now 
confider'd, barely in the light of truth; and ſo 
was diſcuſſed, like other truths, with a dry, 
cold unconcern, which neither intereſted, nor 
influenced any one mortal in its behalt. 

"Tis true, texts were collated, difficulties 
cleared, and points proved; but the heart was 
all this time unmoved, and the conſcience un- 
alarmed ! The preacher acted, as if he had to 
do not with corrupt, unruly mortals, but with 
pure, unbodied intelligences: Among whom 
the perception of truth was the only felicity to 
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be attained, or duty practiſed. The audience 
became apparently very knowing in religion, 

and in reality very negligent about it. Their 
wiſdom gave no ſort of check to their vices!--- 
The moral turpitude of theſe unhappy habits, 
was indeed clearly made out; hut their ſhame- 
ful conſequences, their ſpreading infection, their 


various and accumulated miſchiets;---their dete- 
ſtable vileneſs, and their dreadful end,---were 
out of the queſtion ; were ſo far from bein 

diſplayed in their true lights, or painted in their 
true colours, or loaded with their juſt aggrava- 
tions and infinite ill effects, that they were not 
ſo much as ſeen, or ſhewn, or mentioned. 
T he terrors of the Lord, were things unheard 
of; hell not once named! Or named only to 


be deſpiſed ;---denied to be local, and diſtingui- 


ſhed away by philoſophick fooleries! In con- 


tradiction not only to the expreſs declaration of 
ſcripture, but to every principle of reaſon, and 
eternal juſtice ! (as, by God's bleſſing, ſhall, in 
due time, be ſhewn.) Emblems, examples, al- 
luſions, illuſtrations, enforcements, from poets, 
from orators, from hiſtorians, from moraliſts,-- 
from prophets, from apoſtles, from evangeliſts, 
from ſcience, from ſcripture, from nature,--- 
were antiquated, exploded trifles! Hence the 
negle& of Roman and Grecian eloquence! 
Hence an equal contempt of Livy and Thuci- 
'dydes, of Moſes, and the prophets! In one 
word, hence the united ruin of true learning 


and 
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and true religion! And the triumph of igno- 
rance, infidelity, and vice! 1 

No is this the worſt :--Men who had no 
talents for mathematical learning, had however 
talents enough for abſurd imitation; for a loõW 
mathematical manner in divinity ; and as their 
great originals were now high in eſteem, not 
only on account of mathematical knowledge, 
bur likewiſe ſome bold fingularities in religion, 
their ſervile imitators took care to out do them, 
where only they could pretend to equal them, 
in the philoſophick ſtiffneſs and formality of 
their ſtile, and looſeneſs of their principles. 4 

In the mean time, the reſt of the world per- A 
ceiving how free theſe men made with what 
were before accounted fundamentals of Chriſtia- 
nity ;— and perceiving, at the ſame time, how | 
utterly unanimated they were, either in the. pul- 


pit, or out of it, with any thing like a true 


Chriſtian ſpirit ; their ſouls as alien from the 
warmth of piety, the ardour of benevolence, 


and the zeal of Chriſtian charity, as their ſtiles 


from the intereſting, the perſuaſive, the pathe- 
tick, the ſublime, came quickly into a diſre- 


2 of ſo fruitleſs a 22 ;—juſtly conclu- 6 v 


ing, that a religion which could not influence, | 
could be of no uſe. It was natural to reflect, 
that if the immediate miniſters of this religion, 
were ſeen to have it ſo little at heart, the pro- 
feſſors of it at latge, might be yet more at liber- 
ty, and leſs ſolicitous about it. 


Hence 1 


5 
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Hxncs a careleſeneſs and a coldneſs in the 
concerns of religion, and both theſe in the natu- 
ral order of things, ſoon ſucceeded with worſe 
than negle& for what men diſregard, they 
diſuſe; and what they diſuſe, they quickly 
come to diſpiſe. 

Nor was this the worſt. Men were not 
only diſcouraged from ſtudying and revering 
the Scriptures, by perceiving how little true 
religion, was promoted by that ſtudy, under the 
management of ſome of its moſt learned and 
eminent profeſſors, and their followers ; but 
alſo by being told, that this ſtudy was difficult, 


fruitleſs, and dangerous; and a publick, an e- 


laborate, an earneſt diſſuaſive from this ſtudy, 
for the very reaſons now mentioned, enforced 
by two well known examples, and believed 
from a perſon of great eminence in the church, 
hath already war 1 9 enough thro the prels, 
to reach the hands of all the clergymen in 
Great-Britain and Ireland. —— God, in his 
great mercy, forgive the author! 

A Man of equal abilities, with another turn 
of mind, would have exhorted the clergy to a 
noble emulation in conquering the difficulties 
of this ſtudy, yet behind: From the glory of 
thoſe great men, who led the way with 1 much 
honour, in fo arduous an undertaking , 
would have repreſented the ſtudy of the no- 
bleſt writers the world was ever bleſſed with, 
23 infinitely the nobleſt of all others, and ma- 
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Rreſs!--Alas! If it is to be hoped for only from 


( 10) 
nifeſtly the moſt uſeful, —as tending, eminent- 
ly above all others, to perfect holineſs in the 


fear of God; and in conſequence of that, to 


promote, to perfe&, and to perpetuate the hu- 
man happineſs both in heaven and in earth. 

Ap laſtly, inſtead of diſcouraging the cler- 
gy, from the ill ſucceſs of two men, he would 
have encouraged them from the good ſucceſs of 
thouſands. 

Wurrtas the former conduct ſeems little 
leſs extravagant, than it would be in a preacher 
to diſſuade his audience from endeavouring to 
go to heaven, becauſe Lacifer fell. 

Bur this is not all. We are degenerated in- 
to all the extremes of ill writing as well as think- 
ing! An inſipid Affectation of polite eaſe, and 


claſſic elegance, hath, with the advantage of a 


very negligent profanenefs, done almoſt as much 
miſchief. in the works of one man, as the op- 
poſite error, in all the reſt, And many are ſuch 
profeſſed. admirers of the writings of both kinds, 
as to unite theſe extremes, (the dry, and the 


florid formal) with great ſucceſs in their own. + 


Tris is the true ſtate of ſtile and taſte a- 


mongſt us! Vile principles, and wretched wri- 


tings, beget one another, hke infe&ions and 


diſeaſes;--1nfe&ions that deſtroy all health and 


good habits where-ever they come. 


THis is the ſtate of our corruption; but 
where to hope for our recovery,--that's the di- 


the 
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the introduction of right thinking, and better 
writing, I fear it is yet far off: Can any man, 
who hath any idea of right thinking, or good 
writing, hope that either will ſucceed in ſuch 
an age! Can he hope that human means will 
ſucceed, where inſpiration fails! That his wri- 
tings will be regarded, where „ and 
evangeliſts are deſpiſed !---where is pre- 
ferred to Solomon, and C —— to Cbriſt? 

WI infinitely the beſt and nobleſt of all 
writings are in diſgrace, it is natural that the vi- 
leſt ſhould be in honour. | 

Taz works of quaint, fantaſtick rhapſodiſts; 
of mean, abandon'd, underling mortals; of dry 
divines, and mathematical moraliſts ;---theſe 
are, theſe muſt be, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
the reigning writers, and writings! The ſtan- 
dards of perfection and excellence! 

Tux man who hath the ſtupid ignorance, or 
hardened effrontery! To inſult the revealed 
will of God; or the petulant conceit to turn it 
into ridicule ; or the arrogance to make 
his own perfe&ions the meaſure of the divini- 
ty; or, at beſt, that can collate a text, 
or quote an authority, with an inſipid accuracy 
or demonſtrate a plain propoſition, in all the 
formality of A's and B's; * theſe are now the 


* I would not have the reader imagine, that I here 
intend any aſperſion on the learned and ingenious author 
of The religion of nature delineated, —-—or any other man 
of eminence in that way. I cenſure nothing but abſurd 


imitation, only 
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only men worth mentioning; the only writers | 


worth reading, for improvement ; or remem- 
bering for applauſe. Nor Bacon, nor 
Barrow, nor Tillotſon, nor Addiſon, (living 
writers muſt not be mentioned) nor Plato, nor 
Plutarch, nor Cicero, nor Demoſthenes, are to 
be once named with theſe ! Theſe are the 
important men, whoſe weight hath at once 
ſunk down the eloquence and elegance of Rome 
and Athens. And, what is infinitely more to 
be lamented, the wiſdom, the dignity, the ſub- 
limity, the majeſty of the ſacred writings ! 

Ir men of genius are found to write in ſuch 
an age, we may well conclude, that nothing 
but the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of duty forced them to 
it: for otherwiſe, tho a man of any degree 
of merit, could hope to be ſo happy, as to e- 
{cape the weight of envy, party, --perſonal, 
or national prejudices, yet to what purpoſe 
ſhould he write? To emulate the applauſe of 
ſuch writers as are now in vogue, were a mean, 
ignoble view ;—to write for the praiſe of this 

e!-—An age which hath no reliſh for any 
thing beyond the wit of profane ſcurrility, or 
the tormality of a dry, unanimated diſſertation. 
—To what purpoſe, unleſs to become deſpica- 
ble in his own eyes, and deteſtable to God and 
goodneſs,! | 

To write for ſuch an age were wicked, — 
and to write againſt it, vain—at leaſt, vain to 
any 
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any other purpoſe, than the faint hopes of pre- 
ſerving the few yet untainted, in their integri- 
ty; and the fruitleſs fortitude of reproaching 
the reſt; reproaching them, at once, to their 
own reaſon, and to poſterity —appealing to a 


> tribunal, which the works they admire will 
never reach, or reach only to be condemned! 


ALL joy to the applauded authors of ſuch an 
Age, from the glory of ſuch admirers! And to 
ſuch admirers, from the bleſſings of ſuch au- 
thors! they are well matched. I know nothin 
more truly pitiable than both ; he only — 
that could envy either. But tho' none ſhould 
envy their happineſs, all muſt lament their ſuc- 
ceſs. I mean all who have any regard for re- 
ligion, vertue, and true learning. They have, 
indeed, gone on hitherto with ſurprizing ſuc- 
ceſs: Tis but perſevering a little longer, and 
the next age will ſee none to reprove them. 

I THANk God, I have lived to bear my teſti. 
mony againſt them both. Againſt an age, 
where truth is either utterly deſpiſed, or trea- 
ted in an infamous manner! treated as if it were 
utterly incompatible with elegance and ſublimi- 
ty! as if the proper badges of its majeſty diſ- 
graced it! as if that which gave it its efficacy, 
umpaired its evidence! Demonſtration, with 
theſe men, loſes its very name, and nature, if it 
attempts ſubjects apparently obſcure; (where 
only it is wanted) and perhaps yet —_— it 

ears 


(14) 
clears them : Eſpecially, if the leaſt light of 
genius ſhines about it; for light in this caſe, has 
all the effects of darkneſs upon eyes long ac- 
cuſtomed to the dark : —— Such men can ſee 
no more about it, but that it is new; or ſome, 
perhaps, more ſagacious and clear-fighted, may 


perceive it pretty ; and, in excels of ci- 
vility, pronounce it ingenious. And, in truth, 
that is going a great way with people, that are 
ſo little accuſtomed to any thing that can pro- 
perly be called ſo. | 

Ix in this deplorable ſtate of things, there 
are yet any of the clergy, (as God be praiſed 
there are) who neither deterred by difficulties 
and diſcouragements, nor ſeduced by favours, 
and the faſhion, ſtill retain their zeal, their in- 
tegrity, and a true taſte, yet how few are they, 
and how faint! How unequal to the flood that 
drives againſt them! How forced to real or 
2 compliances, and how frighted to dil 

ent! 

Tuxsz right-thinking men, are doubtleſs ve- 
ry good judges of a right and a reaſonable con- 
5 1 but, at the ſame time, they very well 
know, that the moſt reaſonable conduct is not 
always the wiſeſt, with regard to this world; 
is not the moſt direct road to fame and fortune: 
Prudential compliances, and humble applica- 
tions to great men, (ſo men in great ſtations 
will always be called) theſe are the reputed arts 
| to 
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ha: 0 riſe! And if they really are ſo, and no merit 16 

4 Þ will avail without them, there is no doubt but 
( they will duly be regarded by ſuch as reſolve to 
© become great, and think this the true way to be 


—_ 
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885 ſo. To thoſe whom God hath formed to ano- 
ther way of thinking, who have confined their 
＋ddeas of merit to loyalty, learning, 1cligion. c. 
th, duty is honour,—and the ſolid joys of a good 
re Þ conſcience, ſolid glory! 
1 "Tis the misfortune of theſe men, to read 
of times wherein true merit was accounted the 
* true means of advancement; wherein ſecurities 
ed were ſaid to be given for good abilities, not 
es compliances; at leaſt, where theſe gifts of God 
8 were not regarded as juſt objections to advance- 
* ment: I will not take upon me to ſay, that 
7 theſe happy times are not ſuch; nothing is 
more common, than to ſee the happieſt and beſt 


: times more than negatively abuſed. 
| Tur have heard of times wherein writers, 
on the fide of revealed religion, could inſpire 
indignation againſt fin, and abhorrence of its 
abetters; wherein the ſame men, who had all 
imaginable regard for the reaſonable doubter, 
and candid enquirer after truth, had all imagi- 
nable contempt and abhorrence of the petulant 
caviler! and could paint out the turbulent, a- 
bandoned infidel, as the worſt peſt of ſociety ! 
The enemy of God and goocneſs! A wretch 
that lived not only to the ruin of the world, 
but to the diſgrace of human nature! An infec- 
tion 


1 
tion that ſhould be dreaded as a plague ! Alas, this 


infection is now become familiar]! No men are 
better received, or more careſſed than the moſt 
abandoned! Nay, one would think, that to be 
ſo, were the beſt recommendation! This, I 
think, is undeniable.--that to deſpiſe princi- 
ples, and laugh at religion, 1s the very teſt, if 
not of true merit, at leaſt of good abilities ! 
And ' tis notorious, that men have riſen to great 
renown on this fingle account, who had been 
deſpicable on every other. 

In this ſtate, tis no wonder to ſee the very 
names and natures of things inverted ;----'tis no 
wonder to lee, that merit is demerit, and de- 
merit merit : So utterly regardleſs are we of that 
dreadful woe denounced by the prophet again ſt 
them that call evil good, and good evil; that 


put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ! 


THERE was a time when human nature was 
believed to be corrupt; at leaſt ſuſpe&ed of 
ſome little partiality (I had almoſt ſaid preju- 
dice) in favour of vice; and religion was then 
thought of ſome uſe, to ſecure men from the 
temptations of ſin, and the ſeducements of their 
on hearts. To hear the diſcourſes, and read 
the writings of the wiſe men of this age, one 
would be tempted to think that religion were 
the terror of all others in the world, which 
mankind ought moſt to be afraid of; moſt upon 
their gua d againſt; and that there was no one 
propenſion in human nature, or prejudice _ 

ent 
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dent to it, half ſo ſtrong, or ſo deſtructive, z 
thoſe that ſway them in favour of vertue, and 
the fear of God. 

As this new, refined way of thinking, is 
now predominant, 'tis no wonder, if ſome e- 
ven of the Clergy are carried away with it: 
"Tis no * if the loud _ _ inceſſant 
clamour of prieffcraft, prejudice, erſecu- 
tion; (a ban 1004 " the fires — 


field was never out; as if every perſon in the 


land were an inquiſitor, and every jail crouded 
with hereticks) have either confounded them 
into conviction, that there is ſome ground for 
all this outcry, (againſt all the evidence of de- 
monſtration to the contrary ;) ot, at leaſt, ſub- 
dued them into ſilence. 

In this ſad ſituation, tis no wonder, if a tru- 
ly Chriftian preacher, is a character, not al- 
ways met with in the clergy; or a truly Chriftt- 
an hearer, among the laity. What can be more 


common, than to ſee men go to church, ( I 
' mean ſome of thoſe few polite perſons, that 


ſometimes think it worth while to go thither) 
not to ſerve God, to be inſtructed, to confeſs 
their fins, to repent, and be reclamed; 
but meerly as they go to other great aſſemblies, 
to be entertained. And in this caſe, it cannot 
be matter of much ſurprize, if ſome of the 
clergy ſtudy only how to make the entertain- 
ment as agreeable as they can, and forget every 
higher praiſe, and nobler purpoſe of their pro- 
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(18) 
feſſion: If they can preach prettily, or, at 
moſt, make a good moral diſcourſe, tis all they 


- wiſh, or their audience defire. 


I wouLD not be miſtaken ; I mean, neither 
to reproach the clergy, (there ate many religious, 
learned, and truly Chriftian preachers among 
them,) nor to decry morality, (there is 
no religion without it;) my intention is no 
more, than to exhort ſuch of that ſacred order, 
as may have forgotten their true character, to 
return diligently to it; — to beſeech them to re- 
member, that the earneſt, the inſtructive preach- 
er, the pathetick, the ſublime, the Chriſtian o- 
rator Theſe are the true characters of the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel: Theſe are characters 
which will always be honourable and amiabls 
evenin the eyes of their enemies! and perhaps 
not the leſs ſo, for being too often leſs advanta- 
geouſſy diſtinguiſhed than they deſerve. 'To 
put them in mind, to cry aloud, to lift up their 
voice like a trumpet, to ſhew the people their 


tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of Facob their 
fins: 15. c 


put them in mind, that tho morality 
is eſſential to true religion, yet is not the only 
thing a Chriſtian audience ſhould hear of. 
Should they hear nothing of the love and fear 
of God, the demerit of man, and the degene- 
racy of human nature, the redemption of the 
world, the merits and mediation of Feſtus Chriſt, 


the immortality of the ſoul, the reſurrection, 


and the judgment of the laſt day ! the impor- 
8 tance 


ment of the Lord's ſupper; the endleſs rewards 


(19) 
tance of prayer, of private and of publick wor- 
ſhip ; the importance and efficacy of the Chri. 
ſtian ordinances; and the indiſpenſible duty of 
an humble and diligent attendance at the ſacra- |? 


of righteouſneſs, and retributions of guilt, the 
horrors of iniquity, even in this world, and the 
eternal torments that await it in the next; 
are not theſe the beſt means and motives, —— 
the moſt effe&ual, the only effectual, motives 
to morality ! knowing the terrors of the 
Lord (ſays the apoſtle) we perſuade men. Will 
moral rectitude and the beauty of vertue effectu- 
ally govern the vices and paſſions of ſuch be- 
ings as we are? Will they controul ambition, | 
ſubdue appetite, and arreſt revenge? Idle and 
ignorant! and therefore the beſt i can ſay of 
theſe plaufible moraliſts, and their performances, 
is, what our Saviour ſaid of thoſe who tyth ese 
mint and rue, and paſſed over Jupouxxxr, and 

the FAR or Gop; This ought ye to have done 
AND NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE. 1 

Bur is this the worſt complaint that lies a- || 

gainſt the clergy? who are reported the great 0 
patrons of infidelity? who are ſaid to encou- | 
rage it by their filence, and countenance it by | 
their coldneſs! who are charged with crying 

up the light of nature, againſt the light of the 
goſpel? Whol: preaching 1s {aid to proclaim it, 


whoſe principles to infer it, unneceſſary ? Pu« 
Ts 


det bæc opprobria 


(wo) 


I: theſe men are wrong charged, as Chriſti- " 
an Charity makes us hope they are, the remedy us! 
is in their own Hands: Let them vindicate wh 
their innocence to the world: If they are true an 


Chriſtians, and are not aſhamed of the goſpel 
and croſs of Chriſt, let them ſpeak out. 
| Wirr they wait till the world grows worſe! 
| Does it need to grow worſe! Are not the great- 
| eff crimes that can be named, LEN and _ 1· 
| defended? Perpetrated with Impunity, and de- 

fended with applauſe, from the influence of 
thoſe very principles, which they are believed 
either to embrace or to abet! I ſhall not de- 
ſeend to particulars, · the detail were dreadful! 
Ix men chat abet theſe, principles imagine 
themſelves not accountable to their Maker, are 
they yet not accountable to their king and coun- 
try, for all the evils derived upon wes by 
thoſe immoraliſts they caufe or increaſe? And 
for the murder of ſubjects, and fellow - citizens, 
the avowed effects of theſe doctrines 
Ir theſe mortals. only murdered, each him- 
| ſelf, or his friend, ſome, perhaps, might imagine, 
that the world were bettet without them; and ö 
Chriſtian charity might hope that God permit- 
ted them, to incur this guilt, in prevention of 
greater; but to murder innocent children, 
( rp the influence of ſuperftiion].jp cold 
blood, upon a principle of duty; nay 
of humanity! is a hte un now, umheard oft 
A horror unknown to heatheniſm̃m! + 
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To what perdition will theſe do&rines drive 
us! If this be the humanity of free-thinking, 
what is cruelty? Can any man conſider this, 
and not be ſtruck with that reflection of Solo- 


mon, A righteous man reg ardeth the life of his 


beafs, but the tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruel. And yet could we imagine it ended 
here? could it terminate only in murder. 
it might be born. 5 

Ir others are calm under thefe calamities, for 
my on part, I neither envy nor upbraid their 
ſerenity, —— They will, F hope, forgive the in- 


firmity of meaner mortals, who cannot fee the 


ruins. of inſidehty without horror! we can- 


not ſurvey the deſtruction of the giddy, the 


ſenſual; the ambitious, the unwary world a- 
round them, with a cold unconcern. Me- 
thinks it is but a poor confolation to a Chriftian 


| ſpirit, to be innocent of the evils it beholds. 
And if others can delight and glory in them, 
| God forgive them 


And yet, upon reflec- 
tion, ſure they have but little room to glory in 
the ruin they have wrought! for beſides the 
horror of fo helkſh a ſatistaction, is it not poſ- 
ſible they may be permitted by God to work 
theſe evils in the world for their ſins, (to fill up 
the meaſure of their iniquity!) as others to en- 
dure them for theirs? But what does this infer ? 
More worth or more vileneſs! Alas, the ſeve- 
rity of the chaſtiſement no way infers the dig- 
nity of the ſcourge! tho' they have ſaid _ 

| 8 the 


© 7 2 a - 
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Proud ban in 1/aiah, er I 1 3. 8.9 
55 = a Prength of my hand ] have done it, and 
my wiſdom, for I am prudent: I bave re- 
moved the bounds of the poop ople, and have rob 
bed their treaſures, and as one gathereth eggs 
that are left, have I gathered all the earth ; , 
and there was none that moved the wing, or 
opened the mouth, or peeped: Yet may we reply 
upon them with the prophet, Shall the ax boaſt 
itſelf. againft him that heweth therewith *— 
As if the rod ſhould ſhake itſelf againſ} them 
that lift it up; as if the flaff ſhould lift up it- 
ſelf as if it were no wood. 
Wexe: theſe inſtruments, the prophet ſpeaks 
of, ſenſible to monition, it were eaſy to acquaint: /; 
them with their intrinſick worth; to let them 
know that they were, at beſt, but braſs and 
wood; their — mughty L but * mate- 
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rials mean. 
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